
 Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson, A.B. ’95, and his wife, 
Dany Garcia Johnson, B.B.A. ’92, 
returned to their alma mater of the 
University of Miami on the weekend 
of September 8. With them, they 
brought a $2 million gift to go towards 
the living room in the future Robert and 
Judi Prokop Newman Alumni Center that 
will be built on the Coral Gables campus.
 The couple also attended several 
events over the course of the weekend 
to incorporate the Miami community, the 
university, and their charity into the release 
of his latest motion picture, “The Gridiron 
Gang.” The University of Miami Alumni 
Association hosted the Miami premiere of the 
fi lm at AMC Sunset Place. University of Miami 
president, Donna Shalala, as well as other 
notable UM fi gures attended this red carpet affair.
 Senior Emily Sandhaus attended the 
festivities at The Shops at Sunset Place. She said, 
“I was very impressed when he came out and 
talked beforehand and his wife also is an alumni 
and she seems to be a very successful entrepreneur 
in the area and they just donated a lot of money, 
so I am very proud to have someone famous and 
well-known and willing to give back to UM.”

Following the screening, the Johnson’s 
hosted a reception for The Rock Foundation to 
help underprivileged youth. Attendees fi lled a pick-
up truck with toys to donate to the cause. Senior 
Alyse Kathryn Jensen represented a local public 
relations fi rm at this event to help facilitate the 
collection of the gifts. She said, “GM is sponsoring the 
event and they’re also donating… to local charities.”
 The Johnson family visited campus that Saturday  

Beyond the VelvetRope
By Paige Feigenbaum



R XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX: XXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX: XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX: XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.

 Bill Cosford Cinema. The 
Rock also conducted a question 
and answer session with students 
prior to the showing of the movie. 
 Regarding the Johnson’s 
outreach towards the UM 
community, Shalala said, “I’m 
delighted for the students. They’re 
such good role models; went out, 
were successful in their professions 
and then gave back to the university 
and to their communities.”
 Blyth Daylong, Director of 
Scheduling Events and Production 
for the School of Communication, 
assisted in executing the on-campus 
screening. He said, “Basically, my 
understanding is the Rock has come 

back to campus with every movie 
he’s done. He and his wife…put this 
together through the alumni offi ce 
and that is how it all came about.”
 In response to distinguished 
alumni returning to campus, Daylong 
understands that “not everyone who 
goes through school is going to be 
the Rock or anything similar to that, 
but it is a good reminder to help you 
get through it a little bit. It’s good 
to give you some ideas and some 
options that you haven’t thought of 
before. A lot of alumni that come in 
and talk have taken kind of a weird 
path to get where they are and aren’t 
taking a path they had anticipated.”
 From the fi eld of the Orange 
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Bowl to the fi eld of the silver screen, 
this former Hurricanes football 
player has tackled both the games 
of college football and the game of 
ticket sales. “The Gridiron Gang” 
topped box offi ce sales in its opening 
weekend, bringing in $15 million.
 While fi lming the movie, 
the Rock learned how important it 
is to be a good coach. He said, “The 
two main elements that I took out 
of the movie is, number one, to be 
a great coach you got to be a great 
parent to those kids. They’re the 
kids that are coming out of high 
school and coming into college. 
And not only that, you got to be 
a great motivator. And that’s not 

easy to motivate kids. And now 
I look back and I can appreciate 
the coaches who I played under.”
 Shalala extracted a similar 
lesson from the movie that she instills 
in the student body at UM on a daily 
basis. She said that it is important, 
“That you never give up; that you 
do provide opportunity; that all of 
us aren’t perfect. And when you get 
knocked down, you pick yourself 
up and you brush yourself off and 
you have teachers that believe in 
you and that’s, I think, a very good 
message for every university.”
 Dany Johnson is now a 
member of the Board of Trustees 
as the alumni member and is going 
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to be serving as the new president 
of the alumni association. She said 
that she and her husband decided 
to donate to the alumni association 
because “that relationship is just 
so important to the growth of the 
university.” She added that “…
creating an environment where 
alumni can come back; these 
are the people who continue to 
grow and push and fi ght for the 
university and so I thought our 
dollars would be well spent there.”
 Shalala said she’s “thrilled 
with the fact that the Rock and 
Dany are back in the bold and 
involved in the university.”
 It is alumni like the Johnson’s 
that help motivate the current 
generation of UM students to leave 
their own legacy on the university. 
Current student government 
president Annette Ponnock hopes to 
leave a mark on the school upon her 
departure from offi ce at the end of 
the academic year. She said, “A lot 
of the initiatives and projects we are 
working on we’re hoping are going to 
continue and then obviously progress 
on the support of the student body.”

“The most difficult 
thing would be to 
control your emotions, 
but to know where 
they’re coming from 
and why and then let 
go.” –Ricky Martin
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